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Q� ���� RLB CRANE INDEX �  HIGHLIGHTS

	�ƒ The ��th edition of the RLB Crane Index �  reports ��� 
cranes operating across Australia� Adelaide� the Gold Coast� 
and Wollongong�Shellharbour each recorded their highest 
crane numbers on record� The index has monitored over 
��� cranes nationwide for eight consecutive editions

	�ƒ The non-residential index fell to ��� points� down from its 
Q� ���� peak of ���

	�ƒ Melbourne’s ��� billion North East Link project leads the 
country with �� �xed and crawler cranes in use

	�ƒ Australia’s largest single-site deployment is the Palmers 
Road data centre in Truganina� Melbourne� with six �xed 
cranes

	�ƒ New South Wales accounts for ����� of all cranes� followed 
by Victoria (�����) and Southeast Queensland (�����) 

	�ƒ The di�erence between Sydney and Melbourne remains 
signi�cant� at ��� cranes (Sydney ��� vs Melbourne �

)
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The previous editions of the RLB Crane Index �  have o�ered valuable insights into Australia’s construction industry� The Index serves as a 
measure of construction activity and workload� including�

	�ƒ Monitoring Construction Activity� The Index has 
consistently tracked the number of cranes on sites� 
re�ecting the level of primarily vertical construction 
across Australia

	�ƒ Economic Indicator�  By linking crane numbers with 
construction activity� the Index acts as an economic 
indicator� used by both government and private 
sectors

	�ƒ Regional Insights�  The Index provides detailed 
regional data across key Australian cities� showing 
how construction activity moves in each area

	�ƒ Sector Analysis�  Di�erentiating between residential 
and certain non-residential sectors o�ers useful 
insights into trends from crane movements within 
these industries

	�ƒ Project Highlights�  The Index also showcases major 
projects in key regions

Since its launch in Q� ����� the RLB Crane Index �  has 
monitored crane numbers across Australia as a way 
to gauge construction activity� By o�ering regional 
breakdowns and sector analysis� it has established itself 
as a trusted indicator of workload trends and a key 
reference for both public and private sector decision-
makers�

Australia’s construction industry entered mid-���� with 
steady momentum and signs of adjustment� From Q� 
to Q�� the national crane count increased from ��� to 
���� remaining well above the long-term average of ���� 
This suggests activity stays at high levels — steady but 
not surging — while shifting across di�erent regions and 
asset types�

AUSTRALIA

Q� ���� RLB CRANE INDEX �  SUMMARY
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Regional activity showed a lively reshu�e� Sydney remains 
the centre of national activity with ��� cranes� a slight 
dip from ��� in Q�� but still making up ����� of all cranes� 
Melbourne held at �

 cranes (����� of the national total)� 
supported by major infrastructure and commercial projects� 
including the North East Link� Brisbane and the Gold 
Coast each added eight cranes� emphasising Queensland’s 
strong growth corridors� Canberra experienced the biggest 
drop� falling from �� to �� cranes as civic and institutional 
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HISTORICAL METRICS – AUSTRALIA 
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AUSTRALIA
CRANE ACTIVITY – AUSTRALIA BY KEY CITIES 
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AUSTRALIA NET CRANE MOVEMENT BY CITY
NUMBER OF CRANES REMOVED � ADDED  

��� �������� ���� ������

��������

��������

��������

�������
�����

������


���
�����

	�����

���������

���������

����	

������

������
��


����	���
�����

AUSTRALIA NET CRANE MOVEMENT BY SECTOR
NUMBER OF CRANES REMOVED � ADDED  
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projects were completed� Smaller markets recorded 
targeted gains — Adelaide (
�)� Wollongong (
�)� Darwin 
(
�) — while Newcastle and the Sunshine Coast eased 
back slightly�

Sectoral trends reinforced these shifts� Residential activity 
remains dominant� increasing from ��� to �
� cranes 
and now representing ���
� of all activity� Mixed-use 
developments also grew� from ��� to ��� cranes� while 
data centres rose from �
 to ��� highlighting investment in 
digital infrastructure� Health and hotel sectors saw modest 
gains� In contrast� commercial (–��)� civic (–�)� and aged 
care (–�) sectors contracted� re�ecting the conclusion of 
earlier project cycles and a shift towards infrastructure 
and technology-led investment� Civil construction also 
declined slightly� with four fewer cranes nationwide�

Construction work �gures supported these physical 
indicators� ABS data for the June quarter shows total 
activity increasing by ���� to ������ billion� Engineering 
construction led with a ���� rise to ������ billion� while 
building work edged up by ���� to ��
��� billion� Within 
that� residential increased by ���� to �����
 billion and 
non-residential grew by ���� to ������ billion — in line 
with sectoral crane movements�

Approvals data adds further clarity� In the June quarter� 
������ dwellings were approved across the country — 
including ������ private houses and �
���� apartments 
or townhouses — with a total value nearing ��� billion� 
representing an ��� increase year-on-year� Non-residential 
approvals were also strong� reaching ����� billion for the 
quarter� up ����� year-on-year� with education� o	ce� 
industrial� and data infrastructure projects leading the 
growth�

Together� the crane index metrics� construction work 
data� and approvals point to a sector that remains stable 
while reallocating resources� The emphasis is shifting 
towards infrastructure� density� and digital capacity� 
with regional hotspots and sectoral transitions shaping 
Australia’s next phase of development�
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RLB CRANE INDEX �

The RLB Crane Index �  increased slightly in Q� ���� to �
� index 
points� There are currently ��� cranes across the county� up by  
���� from Q� ����� 

RESIDENTIAL AUSTRALIAN INDEX

The residential index rose very slightly from ��� index points to  
��� index points� There are currently �
� cranes on residential 
projects across the country�

NON-RESIDENTIAL SECTORS CRANE INDEX  

The non-residential index decreased to ��� index points� which is  
�ve points lower than the previous edition� Currently� there are  
��� cranes on non-residential projects across the country�

AUSTRALIA
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ADELAIDE 
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Crane activity in Adelaide has increased since the last count� with three removals o�set by 
seven additions from recently initiated projects� Adelaide’s RLB Crane Index �  now stands at 
��� points� with �� cranes operating across the city — the highest index value recorded since 
the index’s inception� Residential projects lead the activity� with �� cranes working on various 
developments� The commercial and health sectors follow with �ve cranes each� while the 
hotel sector records two� and both the education and mixed-use sectors have one each�

RLB CRANE INDEX �  – ADELAIDE
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ADELAIDE 
New additions�

	�ƒ Education� St Aloysius College (Adelaide)

	�ƒ Health� Flinders Medical Centre Redevelopment 
(Bedford Park� with two cranes) and the new Mount 
Barker Hospital Development (Mount Barker)

	�ƒ Hotel� Crystalbrook Sam (Adelaide)

	�ƒ Residential� �

 King William (Adelaide)� Arc Bowden 
(Bowden)� Calibre Apartments (Glenelg)� Dusk 
Glenelg (Glenelg)� and Unley ��� (Unley)

Removals were recorded at ��–�� Gray Street 
(Commercial)� Eighty-Eight O’Connell (Residential)� and 
Victoria Tower (Residential)�

Current activity by sector includes�

	�ƒ Commercial� Central Markets (Adelaide� four cranes)� 
Modbury Hospital Carpark (Modbury)

	�ƒ Health� Women’s and Children’s Hospital  
(Adelaide� two cranes)

	�ƒ Hotel� Little National Hotel (Adelaide)

	�ƒ Mixed Use� Lot ���� Bowden (Bowden)

	�ƒ Residential� East Rundle (Kent Town)� Hungarian Club 
of SA (Norwood)� Junction Housing Tonsley (Tonsley 
Park)� Monde Apartments (Kent Town)� Parkline (Kent 
Town)� Student Accommodation (Mawson Lakes)� 
Uniting on Second (Bowden)
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ADELAIDE 
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BRISBANE
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RLB CRANE INDEX � – BRISBANE
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Brisbane saw an increase in the RLB Crane Index � � which rose from �� to ��� points�  
with �� cranes now operating across the city� Over the past six months� �� cranes were 
removed while �� were added� This level of activity aligns with the decade’s average for  
the capital� Throughout Southeast Queensland� total crane numbers also grew� increasing 
from ��� to ����

The residential sector remains the leader� with �� 
of Brisbane’s �� cranes (�����)� Across Southeast 
Queensland� residential projects constitute an even 
larger share at ������ Health is the second-largest sector 
in Brisbane� with nine cranes� followed by mixed-use 
developments with seven� The commercial industry 
experienced a slight decline this quarter� with one fewer 
crane� bringing the total to six�

Construction activity across Queensland remains strong� 
Total construction work increased by ���� in Q� ���� 
compared to the same quarter in ����� Engineering 
activity rose by ����� while non-residential building 
increased by �����

The CBD and surrounding precincts continue to be the 
hub of activity� hosting ����� of Brisbane’s cranes� Inner 
Brisbane recorded a net decrease of two cranes� with �� 
removed and �� added� leaving �� cranes in operation�

CRANE ACTIVITY – BRISBANE
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CRANE ACTIVITY – BRISBANE REGIONS
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HISTORICAL METRICS - BRISBANE 
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BRISBANE
New additions�

	�ƒ Commercial� Queen Street (Brisbane)

	�ƒ Health� Ipswich Hospital (three cranes)� Logan 
Hospital (three cranes)� Princess Alexandra Hospital 
(Woolloongabba)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� � Masters Street (Newstead)� James Place 
(Fortitude Valley)

Removals were recorded at�

	�ƒ Civil� Cross River Rail – Boggo Road (Yeronga)� Cross 
River Rail – Roma Street (Brisbane)� Cross River Rail 
(Woolloongabba)

	�ƒ Commercial� ��� Queen Street (two cranes)� Park 
Road Station Upgrade (two cranes)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� West Village (South Brisbane)

CRANE NUMBERS – SOUTH-EAST QUEENSLAND
(TOTALS INCLUDES BRISBANE� GOLD COAST & SUNSHINE COAST) 

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
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EDUCATION � ���� � � � � ����
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REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

INNER BRISBANE Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL �� �� � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �
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RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

BRISBANE INNER

The CBD and surrounding areas continue to dominate 
activity� with ����� of Brisbane’s cranes situated in 
the inner city� Crane numbers decreased by two over 
the past six months� with �� removed and �� added� 
bringing the total to ���

New additions�

	�ƒ Civil� Cross River Rail – Albert Street (Brisbane)� 
Waterfront Place (Brisbane)

	�ƒ Commercial� ��� Queen Street (Brisbane)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� James Place (Fortitude Valley)

	�ƒ Residential� �� Beesley Street (West End)�  
Eagle Terrace (Brisbane)� Gaia Apartments  
(Kangaroo Point)� Murcia Residences (East Brisbane)� 
Queens Wharf Brisbane Towers � and � (Brisbane)� 
The Bedford (Kangaroo Point)� The Carter  
(Kangaroo Point)

Removals were carried out across Fortitude 
Valley� Brisbane� South Brisbane� Spring Hill� and 
Woolloongabba� with �� cranes taken down as projects 
reached completion�
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BRISBANE EAST
REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE EAST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � � �

Activity in Brisbane’s east remained steady� with one 
crane removed and one added� keeping the regional 
total at four� A new residential crane was installed at 
Park Hill Village in Murarrie� while one was taken down 
from Dennistoun Lodge in Stones Corner�
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REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE NORTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� � � ��

BRISBANE NORTH

Crane activity in Brisbane’s north rose from eight to ��� 
with four new additions and one removal during the 
period�

New additions�

	�ƒ Mixed-use� � Masters Street (Newstead)

	�ƒ Residential� �� Karakul Road (Hamilton)� BHODE 
(Bulimba)� Greville Wooloowin (Wooloowin)

Removal� 

	�ƒ Residential� Waterfront Sky (Newstead)
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REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE SOUTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � � ��

BRISBANE SOUTH

Crane activity in Brisbane’s south increased by six this 
period� bringing the total to ���

New additions�

	�ƒ Health� Ipswich Hospital (Ipswich� three cranes)� 
Logan Hospital (Meadowbrook� three cranes)

	�ƒ Residential� Jardinia Yeronga (Yeronga)�  
Parkside (Yeronga)�

Removals� 

	�ƒ Civil� Cross River Rail (Yeronga� two cranes)�
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BRISBANE WEST
REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE WEST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � � �

Crane activity in Brisbane’s west rose by one� reaching 
a total of eight� with three additions and two removals 
during this period�

New additions�

	�ƒ Aged Care� Regis Toowong (Toowong)

	�ƒ Residential� Walcott Street Student Accommodation 
(St Lucia� two cranes)

Removals�

	�ƒ Residential� �� Lissner Street (Toowong)�  
�� Railway Terrace (Milton)
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CANBERRA 
OVERALL  
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Canberra’s RLB Crane Index �  fell to ��� points in this edition — the lowest since Q� �����  
The city now has �� active cranes� a decrease of ��� with three new cranes added and  
�� removed� The residential sector saw two new cranes and eight removals� leaving nine  
in operation� The commercial sector also contracted� with two removals and no new  
cranes added�

CRANE ACTIVITY – CANBERRA

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ����� � -� -� � ����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIL � ���� � � � � ����

COMMERCIAL � ����� � -� -� � ����

DATA CENTRES � ���� � � � � ����

EDUCATION � ���� � � � � ����

HEALTH � ���� � � � � ����

HOTEL � ���� � � � � ����

MIXED USE � ���� � � � � ����

RECREATION � ���� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL �� ����� � -� -� � �����

RETAIL � ���� � � � � ����

TOTAL �� ������ � -�� -�� �� ������

HISTORICAL METRICS - CANBERRA
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CANBERRA 
New additions�

	�ƒ Hotel� Garema Place Hotel (Canberra)

	�ƒ Residential� The Chandler (Belconnen)�  
The Charlotte (Phillip)

Removals�

	�ƒ Aged Care� Amber�eld (Weston Creek)� Arcare 
Wright (Wright)� Goodwin Village (Downer)

	�ƒ Commercial� Anzac Park East (Parkes)� Australian 
Taxation O	ce (Barton)

	�ƒ Residential� Anzac Park East (Parkes� three cranes)� 
Calypso (Dickson� two cranes)� Northbourne Village 
(Lyneham� one crane)� The Grande (Canberra�  
two cranes)
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CENTRAL COAST 

The RLB Crane Index �  for the Central Coast fell from �� to �� points in this edition� A total of 
�� cranes were observed across the region� which is one less than previously�
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CRANE ACTIVITY - CENTRAL COAST
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����
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CENTRAL COAST 
New additions�

	�ƒ Residential� �� Painters Lane (Terrigal)�  
���–��� Ocean View Road (Ettalong Beach)

Removals�

	�ƒ Aged care� Catholic Healthcare (Kincumber)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� Vue Mer Residences (Terrigal)

	�ƒ Residential� �� Scenic Highway (Terrigal)
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OVERALL  
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RLB CRANE INDEX � – DARWIN
BASE� Q� ���� � ���

���

����

��

� �

��

�

��

��

����

�

��

��

��

���

��

��

���

���

��

��

��

��

�
��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

Darwin’s RLB Crane Index �  rose to �� points in this edition� with four cranes currently 
operating across the city — up from the previous count�

CRANE ACTIVITY – DARWIN

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � �� � � � � ����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � �����

CIVIL � �� � � � � ����
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HOTEL � �� � � � � ����
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RECREATION � �� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL � �� � � � � ����

RETAIL � �� � � � � ����

TOTAL � ������ � � � � ������

New additions�

	�ƒ NEXTDC Data Centre (two cranes)

Current activity�

	�ƒ Larrakia Cultural Centre

	�ƒ State Square Art Gallery

HISTORICAL METRICS - DARWIN 
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GOLD COAST 
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The Gold Coast RLB Crane Index �  increased from ��� to a record ��� points� the highest on 
record� A total of �� cranes were added� and �� were removed� bringing the regional total to 
a new high of ���

CRANE ACTIVITY – GOLD COAST

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �
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HISTORICAL METRICS - GOLD COAST 
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GOLD COAST 
Residential activity continues to dominate� with 
���� 
of all cranes located on housing projects� The only 
other sectors with cranes operational are aged care and 
education�

New additions�

	�ƒ Residential� Bounce (Surfers Paradise)� Capital 
Court (Varsity Lakes)� Crest (Broadbeach)� Cypress 
Palms (Surfers Paradise� three cranes)� Harbour 
Shores (Biggera Waters)� Hillcrest (Reedy Creek)� 
Iconica (Main Beach� two cranes)� Immerse (Kirra)� 
La Belle (Palm Beach)� Laani (Mermaid Beach)� 
Maison (Broadbeach)� Marine Quarter (Southport)� 
One Burleigh (Burleigh Heads)� Peerless (Mermaid 
Beach)� SSHP (Southport)� V and A (Broadbeach)� 
Wave Street (Mermaid Beach)� Zenith Residences 
(Southport)

Removals�

	�ƒ Commercial� One project in Southport

	�ƒ Residential� Twelve projects across Burleigh Heads� 
Bilinga� Broadbeach� Hope Island� Main Beach� Miami� 
Mermaid Beach� Palm Beach� and Coolangatta
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Melbourne’s RLB Crane Index �  remained steady at ��� points in Q� ����� showing no overall 
change in crane numbers� Over the past six months� �� cranes were added and �� removed� 
This is ����� below Melbourne’s peak of ��� cranes in Q� �����

CRANE ACTIVITY – MELBOURNE

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �
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Construction activity overall eased� Total construction 
work in Victoria for Q� ���� decreased by ���� 
compared to the same quarter in ����� The non-
residential sector fell by ���
�� while engineering activity 
slightly increased by ����� Residential construction grew 
by ���� year-on-year� driven by a ���� rise in apartments 
and a ���� increase in new houses so far this year� 
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MELBOURNE 
CRANE ACTIVITY – MELBOURNE REGIONS
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The residential sector saw a net increase of �� cranes� 
with �� added and �� removed� Other net gains 
occurred in civil (
�)� education (
�)� and hotel (
�)� 
This highlights the strength of Victoria’s public works 
program� with projects like the West Gate Tunnel� 
North East Link� Level Crossing Removals� and Metro 
Tunnel supporting record civil activity levels� Civil crane 
numbers hit ��� surpassing the previous sector high of 
�� in Q� ����� 

Declines were observed across several sectors� aged 
care (–�)� civic (–�)� commercial (–�)� data centres (–�)� 
health (–�)� mixed use (–�)� and retail (–�)� 

Currently� residential projects account for ����� of all 
cranes in Melbourne� while civil projects make up ������ 
The North East Link alone supports �� long-term cranes 
(�xed and crawler) across three main sites — Bulleen 
Road Interchange� Greensborough Road Interchange� 
and Doncaster Road Interchange — making it the largest 
crane concentration on a single infrastructure project in 
Australia�

New additions�

	�ƒ Civil� North East Link Doncaster (Balwyn North� 
six cranes)� North East Link (Greensborough� two 
cranes)� West Gate Tunnel Project (Altona North)

	�ƒ Commercial� �
 Wangara (Cheltenham� three cranes)� 
��� Moray (South Melbourne)� Bennett’s Lane Precinct 
(Melbourne)� Cremorne O	ce Tower (Cremorne)� 
Kennards Self Storage Centre (Brunswick)

	�ƒ Data Centres�Industrial� LA� – Laverton Data Centre 
(Laverton)� Truganina Data Centre (Truganina� six 
cranes)

	�ƒ Education� La Trobe University – Bundoora Clinical 
Teaching Building (Bundoora)� St Aloysius College 
Gym Project (North Melbourne)

	�ƒ Health� Geelong Hospital

	�ƒ Hotel� Oakwood (Epping� two cranes)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� Clarendon Street (South Melbourne)� 
Werribee Centre (Werribee)� Whiltshire and Carmine 
House (Richmond)

	�ƒ Residential� Projects with more than two cranes 
include Assemble (Brunswick)� Barings and Aware 
Super (Preston)� Elysium Fields (Docklands)� Homes 
Victoria – Albert Park� Barak Beacon� Flemington� and 
Simmons Street� Regatta at Collins Wharf (Docklands) 
and Y� (Docklands)�

Crane numbers rose in two of the city’s six main regions� 
the CBD and Surrounds and West� Meanwhile� the East� 
South� North� and Geelong regions experienced a decline 
in crane numbers�
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MELBOURNE INNER

Inner Melbourne recorded �� cranes this edition� �� 
more than the previous count� A total of �� new cranes 
were added� and �
 were removed�

The residential sector surged from �� to �� cranes — its 
highest level since Q� ���� — while the commercial 
industry eased from �� to nine� Civil activity also 
declined slightly� with two cranes removed� leaving two 
in operation�

Major sites with the highest crane numbers include 
Elysium Fields (Docklands)� Homes Victoria – Albert 
Park (Melbourne)� Homes Victoria – Barak Beacon (Port 
Melbourne)� and Homes Victoria – Simmons Street 
(South Yarra)� each operating three cranes�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

INNER MELBOURNE Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL �� �� � �

COMMERCIAL �� �� �� 


DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��
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MELBOURNE EAST

Melbourne’s east saw a net decrease of three cranes 
in this edition� with nine removed and six added� 
bringing the regional total to ��� Residential activity 
has dropped signi�cantly over the past decade� From 
a peak of �� residential cranes in Q� ����� only one 
remains operational� showing a slowdown in large-scale 
residential projects in the region�

New additions�

	�ƒ Civil� Eastern Freeway Upgrade (North Balwyn)  
- under Victoria’s Big Build initiative

Removals

	�ƒ Aged Care� �� Studley Park Road (Kew)

	�ƒ Civil� North East Link (Bulleen� two cranes)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� ��
 Station Street (Box Hill� three cranes)

	�ƒ Residential� � Heritage Avenue (Croydon)� � Studley 
Park Road (Kew)� ��-�� Irving Avenue (Box Hill)

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE EAST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �
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 �� �� �


COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��
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GEELONG

Geelong currently has three active cranes across 
development projects� Two new cranes were added this 
period� while �ve were removed�

New additions�

	�ƒ Health� Myers Street health project (Geelong)

	�ƒ Residential� Marshall Street�Latrobe Terrace 
(Newtown)

Removals� 

	�ƒ Civic� Western Beach (Geelong� four cranes)

	�ƒ Residential� York Street (Geelong)

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

GEELONG Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �
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CIVIL � � � �
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DATA C� � IND� � � � �
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HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � � �
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MELBOURNE NORTH

Melbourne’s north saw a decrease of seven cranes 
this edition� bringing the regional total to ��� Over the 
past six months� �� cranes were added� and �
 were 
removed�

New additions�

	�ƒ Commercial� Kennards Self Storage Centre 
(Brunswick)

	�ƒ Education� La Trobe University� Bundoora Clinical 
Teaching Building (Bundoora)

	�ƒ Residential� Assemble (Brunswick� three cranes)� 
Assemble (Coburg� two cranes)� Candela (Ivanhoe)

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE NORTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � �� �� ��

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �
 �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

Removals� 

	�ƒ Industrial� Amazon Ful�lment Centre (Craigieburn� 
eight cranes)

	�ƒ Health� Thomas Embling Hospital (Fair�eld� two 
cranes)

	�ƒ Residential� HOME (Alphington)�  LIV Albert Fields 
(Brunswick)� Mesh Apartments (Brunswick)� Merri 
Northcote (Northcote)� Moonee Valley Park (Moonee 
Ponds� three cranes)� Nightingale Umarkoo Way 
(Coburg)
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Melbourne’s south saw a decrease of six cranes this 
edition� with the total falling from �� to ��� Ten cranes 
were added across residential and commercial projects� 
while �� were removed�

New additions�

	�ƒ Commercial� �
 Wangara (Cheltenham� three cranes)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� ���� Nepean Hwy (Moorabbin)

	�ƒ Residential� Beach Point (Sandringham)� Gold�elds 
– The Raleigh (Windsor)� Private House (Brighton)� 
Ripponlea Terrace at Elsternwick Gardens 
(Elsternwick)� Sanctuary Sandringham (Sandringham)� 
UAG Wallace Avenue (Toorak)

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE SOUTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����
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RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

MELBOURNE SOUTH

Removals� 

	�ƒ Civil� SRL (Heatherton)

	�ƒ Health� Frankston Hospital (Frankston)

	�ƒ Residential� � Milton Parade (Malvern)� Caul�eld 
Village (Caul�eld North)� Fabric (Caul�eld)� 
Highett Common (Highett)� Homes Victoria – Blu� 
Road (Hampton East)� Linacre Rise (Hampton)� 
Malvern Collective (Malvern)� Residence (Toorak)� 
Rodella Apartments (Murrumbeena)� The Coterie 
(Sandringham)� Windsor Place (Windsor)
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REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE WEST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����
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CIVIL � � � �
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 � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

MELBOURNE WEST

Melbourne’s west saw an increase of �ve cranes this 
period� rising from �� to ��� Six projects installed new 
cranes� while four projects removed some�

New additions�

	�ƒ Civil� West Gate Tunnel Project (Altona North)

	�ƒ Industrial� LA� – Laverton Data Centre (Laverton)� 
Truganina Data Centre (Truganina� six cranes)

	�ƒ Mixed-use� Werribee Centre (Werribee)

	�ƒ Residential� Homes Victoria – Footscray (Footscray)

Removals

	�ƒ Industrial� CDC Brooklyn Campus One (Brooklyn)� Data 
Centre (Derrimut)

	�ƒ Residential� �–�
 Graingers Road (West Footscray� �ve 
cranes)� Crossley and Bourke (Footscray)
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NEWCASTLE  
OVERALL  
STATUS

KEY SECTORS
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CRANE ACTIVITY – NEWCASTLE
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The Newcastle RLB Crane Index �  fell to ��� points in this edition� with nine cranes working 
across the region� Two new cranes were installed� while six were removed�

New additions�

	�ƒ Residential� Watervue Newcastle (Nelson Bay)� 
Yacaaba (Nelson Bay)

Removals�

	�ƒ Mixed-use� Autobiography (Adamstown)�  
Macquarie Towers (Charlestown)

	�ƒ Residential� Aura (Charlestown)� Chapter (Newcastle)� 
One (Newcastle West)

HISTORICAL METRICS - NEWCASTLE
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PERTH   
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Perth’s RLB Crane Index �  dropped from �� to �� points in this edition� with �� cranes 
operating across the city—down from �� before� Seventeen cranes were added to new 
developments� while �� cranes were removed� Construction activity in Western Australia 
remains robust� recording ����� growth in Q� ����� with ����� billion worth of work 
completed� Residential construction grew by ���� compared to Q� ����� with house activity 
up ���� and apartment construction increasing by ����� The residential sector continues to 
lead locally� accounting for ����� of all cranes in Perth�

CRANE ACTIVITY – PERTH
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HISTORICAL METRICS - PERTH 
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PERTH   
New additions�

	�ƒ Civic� Fremantle Police Complex (Fremantle)

	�ƒ Data Centre�Industrial� Garden Island (Garden Island)� 
NEXTDC Extension (Malaga)

	�ƒ Education� Curtin University B��� Science Building 
(Bentley)

	�ƒ Health� PCHF Hospice (Shenton Park)� St John of God 
Subiaco Hospital (Subiaco)

	�ƒ Residential� �� Lanikai Lane (Sorrento)� ��B 
Tweeddale Road (Applecross)� �� Civic Gardens 
(Cannington)� Jolie Apartments (Jolimont)� Muse 
at Artisan Place (Fremantle)� North Coogee Social 
Housing (North Coogee)� St James Apartments  
(St James)

	�ƒ Retail� Bunnings (West Perth)

Removals� Nine from residential projects and ten from 
non-residential projects across the city�
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CRANE ACTIVITY – SUNSHINE COAST 
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The Sunshine Coast RLB Crane Index �  fell from ��� to ��� points in this edition� Eight cranes 
were removed� and three were added� making the total ��� Residential activity remains the 
main driver� with �� cranes operating — down by one — accounting for ����� of all cranes 
in the region� Civil activity saw the biggest decline� dropping by two cranes� while health 
decreased by one� Other sectors — including education and hotels — remained unchanged�

HISTORICAL METRICS - SUNSHINE COAST
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SUNSHINE COAST    
New additions�

 �ƒ Residential� ��–�� Beerwah Parade (Beerwah)� 
Ascend Apartments (Kings Beach)� Avoca Residences 
(Peregian Springs)

Removals�

 �ƒ Commercial� �� First Avenue (Maroochydore)

 �ƒ Civil� Lake Kawana Pedestrian Bridge (Birtinya)

 �ƒ Health� Maroochydore Private Hospital 
(Maroochydore)

 �ƒ Residential� Bianco (Caloundra)� Aero Apartments 
(Maroochydore)� Cotton Tree by Mosaic (Cotton 
Tree)� Emporio Place (Maroochydore)
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Sydney’s RLB Crane Index �  slightly declined this period� dropping ���� from ��� to ��� 
points� Currently� there are ��� cranes active across the city� with ��� removals and �� 
additions over the last six months� The non-residential sector experienced growth� increasing 
by eight cranes from ��� in Q� ���� to ���� Construction activity in New South Wales also 
grew year-on-year� Total construction work completed in Q� ���� rose by ���� (���� billion) 
compared to Q� ����� Engineering increased by ���� to ����� billion� while residential activity 
grew by ����� and non-residential activity rose by �����

Major projects�

 �ƒ Harbourside� Sydney (�ve cranes)

 �ƒ Princes Highway� Arncli�e (four cranes)

 �ƒ Viciniti and Destination� Macquarie Park (four cranes)

 �ƒ Western Sydney Airport� Badgerys Creek (six cranes)

Residential activity remains predominant� but this edition 
indicates a slowdown� Sixty cranes were removed from 
residential projects� while �
 were added� resulting in 
a net decrease of ��� The total number of cranes in 
residential projects now stands at ���� representing 
����� of Sydney’s overall crane count — notably lower 
than the peak of ��
 recorded in Q� �����

CRANE ACTIVITY – SYDNEY
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HISTORICAL METRICS - SYDNEY
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SYDNEY
CRANE ACTIVITY – SYDNEY REGIONS

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

CBD &  
SURROUNDS

�� ����� �� -�� � �� �����

EAST �� ����� � -�� -� �� �����

NORTH ��� ����� �� -�� �� ��� ���
�

SOUTH �� ����� � -�� -� �� �����

WEST ��� �
��� �� -�� -�� �� �����

TOTAL ��� ������ �� -��� -� ��� ������

Across Sydney’s �ve central regions� only the North and 
the CBD and surrounds saw growth during this period� 
The CBD and surrounds increased by nine cranes to ��� 
accounting for ����� of the total cranes in the city� The 
North reached a record ��� cranes (���
�)� surpassing 
its previous high of ��� in Q� �����

Conversely� the West experienced the largest decline� 
decreasing by �� cranes to 
� (�����)� The South fell by 
�ve to �� cranes (�����)� while the East recorded the 
sharpest proportional decrease� dropping by six to �� 
cranes (�����)�

With ��� cranes� the North now has �� more than 
inner Sydney (CBD and surrounds� �� cranes)� This 
underscores the ongoing shift of activity from the inner 
suburbs to the mid and outer suburbs — a trend �rst 
observed in Q� �����
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SYDNEY INNER

Inner Sydney (CBD and surrounds) recorded �� cranes 
this edition� with �� new additions and �� removals�

New additions�

 �ƒ Commercial� ��� Pitt Street

 �ƒ Data Centre�Industrial� 
� Parramatta Road 
(Concord)� �� Carter Street (Lidcombe)

 �ƒ Mixed-use�Other� Ash�eld� Homebush� Leichhardt� 
Lidcombe� St Peters� Sydney

 �ƒ Residential� Auburn� Balmain� Chiswick� Drummoyne� 
Elizabeth Bay� Homebush West� Mortlake� Petersham� 
Potts Point� Strath�eld South� Surry Hills� Zetland

Removals�

�� cranes removed from projects in Alexandria� 
Annandale� Ash�eld� Burwood� Concord West� 
Darlinghurst� Forest Lodge� Glebe� North Strath�eld� 
Paddington� Rozelle� Strath�eld and Waterloo�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

INNER SYDNEY Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL �� �� �� ��

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE �� �� �� ��

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �
 �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��
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SYDNEY EAST
REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

SYDNEY EAST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � �� ��

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

Crane numbers in Sydney’s east fell to �� in this edition� 
Four cranes were added — three residential and one 
mixed-use — while �� were removed� including two 
health projects and eight residential� Residential sites 
now account for ��� of all cranes in the area�

New additions�

 �ƒ Mixed Use� �� Cross Street� Double Bay

 �ƒ Residential� � Bunyula Road (Bellevue Hill)�  
��� Bellevue Road (Bellevue Hill)� ��� New South 
Head Road (Rose Bay)

Removals�

Cranes have been removed from projects in 
Eastgardens� Randwick� Bellevue Hill� Kensington� 
Coogee� Kingsford� Point Piper� and Mascot�
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SYDNEY NORTH

Sydney’s north reached a record of ��� cranes this 
edition� with �� additions and �� removals�

Of the new cranes� �� were for residential projects� along 
with eight for mixed-use developments� two for data 
centres or industrial projects� one for aged care� and one 
for a civic project�

Cranes remain heavily concentrated along primary 
arterial routes and are spread across �� suburbs� 
including Artarmon� Baulkham Hills� Bayview� Bella Vista� 
Belrose� Brookvale� Cammeray� Carlingford� Castle Hill� 
Chatswood� Cremorne� Crows Nest� Dee Why� Eastwood� 
Epping� Fairlight� Frenchs Forest� Gladesville� Greenwich� 
Hornsby� Hunters Hill� Kurraba Point� Lane Cove� 
Lind�eld� Macquarie Park� Manly� Maroubra� Meadowbank� 
Melrose Park� Mosman� Naremburn� Neutral Bay� North 
Sydney� North Willoughby� Northbridge� Norwest� Palm 
Beach� Pymble� Roseville� Ryde� Seaforth� St Ives� St 
Leonards� Turramurra� Wahroonga� Wentworthville� West 
Pennant Hills� and Willoughby�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

SYDNEY NORTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE �� �� �� ��

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL ��� ��� ��� ���
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SYDNEY SOUTH
REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

SYDNEY SOUTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � �� ��

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

Sydney’s southern region saw a net drop of �ve cranes 
this edition� Over the past six months� seven cranes were 
added while �� were taken out� bringing the total to ���

Major projects�

 �ƒ �–� Kingsway� Cronulla (two cranes)

 �ƒ �� Matthew Flinders Place� Burraneer (two cranes)

 �ƒ ��� Princes Highway� Arncli�e (four cranes)

New additions�

Cranes were added across Arncli�e� Cronulla� Kirrawee� 
Oran Park� and Hurstville�

Removals�

Cranes were removed from projects in Caringbah� 
Campbelltown� Kogarah� Bradbury� Gregory Hills� 
Rosemeadow� Kogarah Bay� Ramsgate� and Hillsdale�
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REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

SYDNEY WEST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � �� �� ��

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� � IND� �� � 
 �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE �� �� �� ��

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� ��� ��� ��

SYDNEY WEST

Sydney’s west saw a notable drop in this edition� with  
�
 new cranes added and �� removed� reducing the total 
to 
� — down from ��
 in the previous count� Cranes are 
now operating across �
 suburbs� Of the �
 new cranes� 
six serve mixed-use projects� �ve are for residential 
developments� three for civic projects� three for data 
centre and industrial developments� one for a hotel� and 
one for an education project�

Major projects�

 �ƒ � Caroline Street� Westmead (two cranes)

 �ƒ �� Terry Road� Box Hill (two cranes)

 �ƒ �� Phillip Street� Parramatta (three cranes)

 �ƒ �� Butu Wargun Drive� Pemulwuy (three cranes)

 �ƒ �� Macquarie Road� Rouse Hill (three cranes)

 �ƒ ��� South Street� Marsden Park (three cranes)

 �ƒ Powerhouse� Parramatta (three cranes)

 �ƒ Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport� Badgerys 
Creek (three additional cranes)

 �ƒ Western Sydney Airport� Badgerys Creek (six cranes 
— the most active site)

Geographic spread�

Cranes are operating throughout suburbs such as 
Ashbury� Bankstown� Blacktown� Box Hill� Campsie� 
Canley Heights� Cecil Hills� Claremont Meadows� 
Eastern Creek� Edmondson Park� Fair�eld� Granville� 
Huntingwood� Jordan Springs� Kingswood� Merrylands� 
Moorebank� Mount Druitt� Northmead� Olympic Park� 
Orchard Hills� Oatlands� Parramatta� Pendle Hill� Penrith� 
Punchbowl� Rosehill� Rouse Hill� Scho�elds� Seven Hills� 
St Marys� Tallawong� Telopea� Toongabbie� Wentworth 
Point� and Westmead�
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WOLLONGONG
OVERALL  
STATUS

KEY SECTORS

DATA CENTRE 
� INDUSTRIAL

HEALTH

MIXED USE 

RESIDENTIAL

RETAIL LEGEND

INCREASE  
IN NUMBER  
OF CRANES

DECREASE  
IN NUMBER 
OF CRANES

CRANE 
NUMBERS 
STEADY
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CRANE ACTIVITY – WOLLONGONG 

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIL � ���� � � � � ����

COMMERCIAL � ���� � � � � ����

DATA CENTRES � ���� � � � � ����

EDUCATION � ���� � � � � ����

HEALTH � ���� � � � � �����

HOTEL � ���� � � � � ����

MIXED USE � ����� � -� -� � �����

RECREATION � ���� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL � ����� � � � � �����

RETAIL � ���� � � � � ����

TOTAL �� ������ � -� � �� ������

The Wollongong and Shellharbour region recorded its strongest result since joining the  
RLB Crane Index �  in Q� ����� rising from �� to ��� points� The index now re�ects a total  
of �� cranes across the region� Seven new cranes were added this edition� while two  
were removed�

HISTORICAL METRICS - WOLLONGONG
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WOLLONGONG
New additions�

 �ƒ Health� New Shellharbour Hospital

 �ƒ Mixed-use� ��-�� Flinders Street

 �ƒ Residential� ��-�� Flinders Street� ��� Corrimal Street� 
Easterly Wollongong

 �ƒ Retail� ��
 Princes Highway

Removals�

 �ƒ Mixed-use� ��-�� Crown Street� �� Kembla Road
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ABOUT THE RLB CRANE INDEX �

TThe RLB Crane lndex �  is published by Rider Levett Bucknall biannually i n Australia� New Zealand� USA� Canada� Gulf States�   
Hong Kong� Singapore� Indonesia� Vietnam� Malaysia and Myanmar and South Africa� The Australian index tracks the numbers of  
cranes in the key cities within Australia�

In September ����� the Rider Levett Bucknall (RLB) Oceania Research & Development and Communication te ams created the RLB  
Crane lndex �  ‘index’ as a simple insight into the construction sector’s health within Australia� It was based on t he theory that cranes  
in the sky supported the construction industry� whi ch is a signi�cant contributor to Australia’s econo mic growth�

The RLB Crane lndex �  gives a simpli�ed measure of the current state of the construction industry’s workload in each of the se locations�

Each RLB o	ce physically counts all �xed cranes on each city’s skyline twice yearly which provides the  base information for the index� 
This information is then applied to a base date (�t h edition Q� ����)� which enables the RLB Crane lnd ex �  to be calculated highlighting 
the relative movement of crane data over time for e ach city�

The indexing of RLB Crane lndex �  data commenced in Q� ����� when it was determined that the data collection and reporting 
methodology was mature and consistent between all o 	ces� Crane counts for that release were indexed to  ��� in each city� The  
index was recalibrated at Q� ����� which saw the ba se index value of ��� established for each city� Su bsequent cities which are now 
included within the index have had their base value  of ��� established on their initial entry into the  count� Subsequent movements  
in crane numbers are applied to the base RLB Crane Index �  to highlight the crane movements in each city over  time based on the  
relative count in Q� �����

Using the RLB Crane lndex �  table data makes for quick comparisons in determin ing city by city crane activity� For example� when 
comparing Sydney cranes for the base period of Q� � ���� against the count in Q� ����� the following fo rmula can be used to  
determine the percentage increase (or decrease)�

PERCENTAGE CHANGE =
CRANE INDEX CP – CRANE INDEX PP

CRANE INDEX PP

x 100

where Crane Index cp  is the RLB Crane Index cp  for the current period and Crane Index pp  is the RLB Crane Index �  for the previous period�

LOCALITY MAPS 
The RLB Crane lndex �  locality maps o�er a pictorial representation of t he collected data for each city using a pin locator  for the 
approximate location and sector of the development to where cranes are located�

The pin colour indicates the market sector of the d evelopment� The pins are not an indication of the n umbers of cranes in that location�

The location of the pins is indicative only and hav e been positioned to convey the general spread of c ranes within a city and to indicate 
the spread of cranes within market sectors�

Locality maps have been created by RLB at GPSVisual iser�com using Lea�et and map data from OpenStreetM ap�org
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