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Q� ���� RLB CRANE INDEX �  HIGHLIGHTS

	�ƒ The ��th edition of the RLB Crane Index �  fell to ��� points 
from ��� points in Q� ����� There are ��� cranes operating 
across Australia� down from ��� cranes in Q� �����

	�ƒ Record highs were recorded in Adelaide (�� cranes�  
�� since Q� ����) and the Gold Coast (�� cranes� ��)�  
now� for the �rst time� with more cranes than Brisbane� 

	�ƒ Melbourne crane numbers rose � to ���� There has 
been a signi�cant shift in activity towards civil works� 
predominantly the North East Link and the Suburban Rail 
Loop� which account for �� cranes (��� of all Melbourne 
cranes)� and data centres in Melbourne’s west� 

	�ƒ The North East Link project has the highest crane count of 
all projects in Australia� with �� long term cranes across 
multiple sites�

	�ƒ Sydney crane numbers fell to ��� cranes� down �� from last 
count� The Central Coast also eased from �� to � cranes� 

	�ƒ New South Wales accounts for ��� of all cranes� followed 
by Victoria (���) and south east Queensland (���)�

	�ƒ Re�ecting the shift in activity towards non-residential 
building� the residential index fell from ��� points to ��� 
points� while the non-residential index rose from ��� to  
��� points�
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The RLB Crane Index �  provides a snapshot of construction activity by tracking cranes on major sites across Australia�

Australia’s construction market is strong� with crane numbers falling slightly but remaining at a high level� From Q� ���� to Q� �����  
the national crane count fell from ��� to ���� Crane numbers are now �� below the ���� peak� 

ABS data shows that the volume of work done in ���� 
was a record 
���b� up ���� from ����� 

This edition highlights some major shifts� record crane 
counts in Adelaide and the Gold Coast� a continued shift 
in Melbourne towards civil and data centre construction� 
stabilisation in Perth� while Sydney crane numbers 
continue to fall�

Adelaide hit a new record high with �� cranes  
(��� ������)� led by residential activity and rising 
commercial and health activity�

The Gold Coast reached a new record of �� cranes  
(��� ������)� with residential projects accounting for  
��� of activity� For the �rst time� there are now more 
cranes in the Gold Coast than in Brisbane (�� to ��)�

Sydney and the Central Coast softened further� Sydney 
fell to ��� cranes (-��� -����)� while the Central Coast 
eased to � cranes (-�� -�����)�

AUSTRALIA

Q� ���� RLB CRANE INDEX �  SUMMARY
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HISTORICAL METRICS – AUSTRALIA 
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AUSTRALIA
CRANE ACTIVITY – AUSTRALIA BY KEY CITIES 

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

ADELAIDE �� ���� �� -�� � �� ����
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CRANE ACTIVITY – AUSTRALIA BY SECTOR 
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AUSTRALIA NET CRANE MOVEMENT BY SECTOR
NUMBER OF CRANES REMOVED 
 ADDED  

���� ���������������� ����� ��� ���

�� �� ������

�����������

������

��
������

������������

�����

�
�������

����������

�����

�����

��	���
��

������

Melbourne’s activity continued to pivot from residential 
to civil and data centre construction� Residential cranes 
now account for ��� of the total� down from over ��� 
in recent years� There has been a surge in civil activity� 
There are now �� cranes just on two major projects�  
the North East Link and Suburban Rail Loop� which 
accounts for ��� of Melbourne’s total� Construction of 
data centres has also grown strongly� particularly in 
Melbourne’s west� 

Canberra rebounded to �� cranes (���� ������)�

ABS data shows that residential construction activity 
has risen� up ���� in ����� with apartment construction 
growing particularly strongly� Engineering activity 
has also picked up� driven by energy and water 
infrastructure� Non-residential activity growth was more 
subdued� but work in some segments� notably data 
centres� hospitals and aged care� grew strongly�  

Leading indicators of activity suggest a strong near-term 
pipeline of work� with building approvals up ����� in 
���� compared to �����

The number of commercial cranes fell from �� to �� over 
the past six months�
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RLB CRANE INDEX �

The RLB Crane Index �  fell slightly in Q� ���� to ��� points� There are 
currently ��� cranes across the country� down by ���� from Q� �����

RESIDENTIAL AUSTRALIAN INDEX

The residential index fell to ��� points in Q� ����� There are currently 
��� residential cranes across the country� down by �� from Q� ����� 

NON-RESIDENTIAL SECTORS CRANE INDEX  

The non-residential index rose to ��� points in Q� ����� There are 
currently ��� non-residential cranes across the country� up by ���� 
from Q� ����� 
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ADELAIDE 
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OVERALL  
STATUS
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CRANE 
NUMBERS 
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Adelaide’s RLB Crane Index �  rose over the past six months to ��� points� with �� cranes 
operating across the city� up from �� last count� This is a record high for the Adelaide  
Crane Index� 

RLB CRANE INDEX �  – ADELAIDE
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CRANE ACTIVITY – ADELAIDE
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HISTORICAL METRICS - ADELAIDE
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ADELAIDE 
Residential projects lead the activity� with �� cranes 
working on various developments (��� of all cranes)� 
The commercial sector has � cranes (up from � cranes)� 
with � health sector cranes (up from �)�

A record high crane count re�ects a very strong 
construction industry in South Australia� Total 
construction work done in South Australia in ���� was 

���� billion� up ����� compared to ����� Engineering 
increased by ������ residential activity grew by ������ 
and non-residential activity rose by ������

New additions�

	�ƒ Defence� Edinburgh RAAF Base (three cranes)

	�ƒ Commercial� Festival Tower �� Adelaide� Adelaide 
Airport

	�ƒ Residential� Elegan Apartments� Glenside� Otello� 
Bowden� Valerie apartments� Adelaide� The Eaton� 
Glenelg� Crown & Anchor student accommodation� 
Adelaide

	�ƒ Education� Endeavour College� Mawson Lakes 

	�ƒ Hotel� Wright Street Hotel� Adelaide
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ADELAIDE 
Removals were recorded at Kent Town� Adelaide CBD� 
Norwood� Modbury� Bowden� 

Current activity by sector includes�

	�ƒ Commercial� Central Markets

	�ƒ Health� Women’s & Children’s Hospital� Flinders 
Medical Centre Redevelopment� New Mount Barker 
Hospital Development

	�ƒ Hotel� Crystalbrook Sam

	�ƒ Residential� Junction Housing� Tonsley� Arc Bowden� 
Unley ���� Unley� ��� King William Street� Adelaide� 
Calibre apartments� Glenelg
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BRISBANE
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RLB CRANE INDEX � – BRISBANE
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Brisbane saw a decrease in the RLB Crane Index � � which fell from ��� to �� points� with �� 
cranes now operating across the city� This level of activity is below the decade’s average for 
the capital� Over the past six months� �� cranes were removed while �� were added�

The total number of cranes across South East 
Queensland fell from ��� to ���� 

Residential sites now account for ��� of the cranes in 
the CBD & surrounds� Across South East Queensland� 
residential cranes account for ��� of all cranes�

Health cranes represent the second-largest sector in 
Brisbane� with eight cranes� Mixed-use cranes represent 
the third-largest sector� with seven cranes� 

CRANE ACTIVITY – BRISBANE

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � -� -� � ����
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RESIDENTIAL �� ����� � -�� -� �� �����
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CRANE ACTIVITY – BRISBANE REGIONS
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HISTORICAL METRICS - BRISBANE 
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BRISBANE
Major projects�

	�ƒ Queens Wharf Brisbane Tower � & � (three cranes)

	�ƒ Ipswich Hospital (three cranes)

	�ƒ Logan Hospital (three cranes)

Total construction work done in Queensland in ���� was 

���� billion� up ���� compared to ����� Engineering 
fell by ����� residential activity grew by ������ and non-
residential activity rose by �����

CRANE NUMBERS – SOUTH-EAST QUEENSLAND
(TOTALS INCLUDES BRISBANE� GOLD COAST & SUNSHINE COAST) 

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � -� -� � ����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIL � ���� � -� -� � ����

COMMERCIAL � ���� � -� -� � ����

DATA CENTRES � ���� � � � � ����

EDUCATION � ���� � -� � � ����

HEALTH �� ���� � -� -� � ����

HOTEL � ���� � -� � � ����

MIXED USE � ���� � -� � � ����

RECREATION � ���� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL ��� ����� �� -�� -� ��� �����

RETAIL � ���� � � � � ����

TOTAL ��� ������ �� -�� -� ��� ������
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BRISBANE INNER

Inner Brisbane recorded a net decrease of � cranes to 
��� with �� removed and � added� 

The CBD and surrounding precincts continue to be 
the hub of activity� hosting ����� of Brisbane’s cranes� 
Residential sites now account for ��� of the cranes in the 
CBD & surrounds�

Major projects�

	�ƒ Queens Wharf Brisbane Tower � & � (three cranes)

	�ƒ Eagle Terrace� Brisbane (two cranes)

	�ƒ Princess Alexandra Hospital� Woolloongabba  
(two cranes)

New additions include�

	�ƒ Residential� ��-�� McConnell Street� Spring Hill� ��� 
Queen Street� Brisbane� East Brisbane Social Housing 

	�ƒ Hotel� The Hilton Garden Inn

	�ƒ Mixed Use 
 Other� Stockwell House

	�ƒ Commercial� Trustee House ��� Queen Street

Cranes were removed from suburbs including Brisbane� 
Kangaroo Point� West End� Fortitude Valley� New Farm�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

INNER BRISBANE Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �
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 IND� � � � �
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HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE �� �� � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��
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BRISBANE EAST

Crane numbers in Brisbane’s east decreased to � cranes� 
with the removal of two residential cranes in Morningside 
and Stones Corner�

There are two residential cranes in Brisbane’s East� Park 
Hill Village Collection in Murarrie and Dennistoun Lodge 
in Stones Corner�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE EAST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � � �
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BRISBANE NORTH

Crane numbers in Brisbane’s north increased to �� 
cranes� Residential sites now account for ��� of the 
cranes in the north�

Major projects include �� Karakul Road� Hamilton (two 
cranes� up from one)� There was also a crane added at 
The Italian Club in Newstead�

New additions include�

	�ƒ Residential� �� Karakul Road� Hamilton

A crane was removed from a residential project in 
Bowen Hills�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE NORTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � �� ��
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BRISBANE SOUTH

Crane numbers in Brisbane’s south decreased to � 
cranes�  

Major projects�

	�ƒ Ipswich Hospital (three cranes)

	�ƒ Logan Hospital (three cranes)

One crane was removed from an aged care development 
in Yeronga� 

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE SOUTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � �� �
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BRISBANE WEST

Crane numbers in Brisbane’s west remained steady at � 
cranes� This change includes the addition of � cranes and 
the removal of � cranes� Residential sites account for ��� 
of the cranes in the west�

New additions include�

	�ƒ Residential� �� York Street� Indooroopilly�  
The Prescott� Toowong

	�ƒ Recreation� The Paddo 

Cranes were removed from projects in St Lucia and 
Toowong�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

BRISBANE WEST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � � �



RLB CRANE INDEX �     �   Q� ����    �    �� TH EDITION  15

Q� – ����    �� TH EDITION

CANBERRA 
OVERALL  
STATUS

LEGEND

INCREASE  
IN NUMBER  
OF CRANES

DECREASE  
IN NUMBER 
OF CRANES

CRANE 
NUMBERS 
STEADY

KEY SECTORS

AGED CARE

COMMERCIAL

DATA CENTRE 

 INDUSTRIAL

EDUCATION

HOTEL

MIXED USE

RESIDENTIAL

RLB CRANE INDEX �  – CANBERRA
BASE� Q� ���� 	 ���

���

���

���

���

���
���

���

���

���

���
���

���

���

���

���

���

���

���

���

������

���

���

���

���

���

���

���

���

���
��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

Canberra’s RLB Crane Index �  rose to ��� points� around the average of the past decade�  
The city now has �� active cranes� with �� new cranes added and � removed�

CRANE ACTIVITY – CANBERRA

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � � � � �����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIL � ���� � � � � ����

COMMERCIAL � ���� � -� � � �����

DATA CENTRES � ���� � � � � ����

EDUCATION � ���� � � � � ����

HEALTH � ���� � � � � ����

HOTEL � ���� � � � � ����

MIXED USE � ���� � -� -� � ����

RECREATION � ���� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL � ����� � -� � �� �����

RETAIL � ���� � � � � ����

TOTAL �� ������ �� -� �� �� ������

HISTORICAL METRICS - CANBERRA
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CANBERRA 
The residential sector has �� cranes in operation�  
The commercial sector added six new cranes� with  
one removed�

Total construction work done in the ACT in ���� was 

��� billion� a ���� increase on ����� Engineering rose by 
������ residential activity fell by ����� and non-residential 
activity fell by ������

New additions�

	�ƒ Aged care� Amber�eld Retirement Village� Weston 
Creek (three cranes)

	�ƒ Commercial� National Security O�ce Precinct Stage �� 
Barton (three cranes)� Department of Foreign A�airs 
and Trade� Barton (two cranes)� Vernon Constitution 
Place� Acton

	�ƒ Data centres� CDC Hume �

	�ƒ Residential� Raya Gungahlin� The Borough� Denman 
Prospect� Central Park� Denman Prospect� Walter & 
Whitley� Gri�th�

	�ƒ Education� Primary School� Whitlam�

Removals were recorded at Canberra� Woden� Watson� 
Gungahlin� Dickson�
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CENTRAL COAST 

The RLB Crane Index �  for the Central Coast fell from �� to �� points� A total of � cranes were 
observed across the region� down from �� in Q� �����

OVERALL  
STATUS

KEY SECTORS

MIXED USE 

RESIDENTIAL

LEGEND

INCREASE  
IN NUMBER  
OF CRANES

DECREASE  
IN NUMBER 
OF CRANES

CRANE 
NUMBERS 
STEADY

RLB CRANE INDEX � – CENTRAL COAST
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CRANE ACTIVITY - CENTRAL COAST

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIL � ���� � � � � ����

COMMERCIAL � ���� � � � � ����

DATA CENTRES � ���� � � � � ����

EDUCATION � ���� � � � � ����

HEALTH � ���� � � � � ����

HOTEL � ���� � � � � ����

MIXED USE � ���� � -� � � �����

RECREATION � ���� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL �� ����� � -� -� � �����

RETAIL � ���� � � � � ����

TOTAL �� ������ � -� -� � ������

HISTORICAL METRICS - CENTRAL COAST 
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CENTRAL COAST 
New additions�

	�ƒ Mixed Use 
 Other� Health Hub� West Gosford

	�ƒ Residential� Corra Lynn� Point Frederick

Removals were recorded at The Entrance� Point 
Frederick� Gosford� West Gosford�
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OVERALL  
STATUS

DARWIN
KEY SECTORS

CIVIC

DATA CENTRE 

 INDUSTRIAL

HOTEL

LEGEND

INCREASE  
IN NUMBER  
OF CRANES

DECREASE  
IN NUMBER 
OF CRANES

CRANE 
NUMBERS 
STEADY

RLB CRANE INDEX � – DARWIN
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The RLB Crane Index �  for Darwin remained steady at �� points� representing � cranes  
in the city�

CRANE ACTIVITY – DARWIN

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � �� � � � � ����

CIVIC � ��� � -� -� � �����

CIVIL � �� � � � � ����

COMMERCIAL � �� � � � � ����

DATA CENTRES � ��� � -� -� � �����

EDUCATION � �� � � � � ����

HEALTH � �� � � � � ����

HOTEL � �� � � � � �����

MIXED USE � �� � � � � ����

RECREATION � �� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL � �� � � � � ����

RETAIL � �� � � � � ����

TOTAL � ������ � -� � � ������

Two cranes were installed at the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel construction site� One crane was installed at the 
Darwin Civic Centre site�

One crane was removed from the NEXTDC Data Centre 
site� and two civic cranes in Darwin were also removed �

Total construction work done in the Northern Territory 
in ���� was 
��� billion� up ����� compared to ����� 
Engineering increased by ������ (driven by a large 
mining project)� residential activity grew by ������ and 
non-residential activity rose by ������

HISTORICAL METRICS - DARWIN 
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GOLD COAST 
OVERALL  
STATUS

KEY SECTORS

AGED CARE

DATA CENTRE 

 INDUSTRIAL

EDUCATION

RESIDENTIAL

LEGEND

INCREASE  
IN NUMBER  
OF CRANES

DECREASE  
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OF CRANES
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NUMBERS 
STEADY
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The Gold Coast RLB Crane Index �  increased from ��� to ��� points� the highest on record� 
A total of �� cranes were added� and �� were removed� bringing the region’s total to a new 
high of ��� Cranes on projects in the Gold Coast now outnumber cranes in Brisbane�

CRANE ACTIVITY – GOLD COAST

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � -� -� � ����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIL � ���� � � � � ����

COMMERCIAL � ���� � � � � ����

DATA CENTRES � ���� � � � � ����

EDUCATION � ���� � � � � ����

HEALTH � ���� � � � � ����

HOTEL � ���� � � � � ����

MIXED USE � ���� � � � � ����

RECREATION � ���� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL �� ����� �� -�� � �� �����

RETAIL � ���� � � � � ����

TOTAL �� ������ �� -�� � �� ������

HISTORICAL METRICS - GOLD COAST 
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GOLD COAST 
Residential activity continues to dominate� with ��� of 
all cranes located on housing projects� The only other 
sectors with cranes operational are aged care� industrial 
and education�

New additions include�

	�ƒ Education� Emmanuel College� Carrara� Bond 
University� Robina

	�ƒ Data centres 
 Industrial� Sanctuary Storage� 
Southport 

	�ƒ Residential�  Cypress Palms� 	  Surfers Paradise (two 
cranes)� V & A� Broadbeach (two cranes)� Crest� 
Broadbeach� Capital Court� Varsity Lakes� Marine 
Parade� Biggera Waters� Sea Glass� Broadbeach� 
Enclave� Broadbeach� Sola� Broadbeach� Madeline� 
Broadbeach� De-Luxe Burleigh� Burleigh Heads

Removals were recorded at suburbs including� Greyburn� 
Broadbeach� Coolangatta� Hope Island� Kirra� Main 
Beach� Mermaid Beach� Palm Beach� Robina� Southport� 
Surfers Paradise�
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OVERALL  
STATUS

MELBOURNE 
KEY SECTORS

AGED CARE

CIVIC

CIVIL

COMMERCIAL

DATA CENTRE 

 INDUSTRIAL

EDUCATION

HEALTH

HOTEL

MIXED USE 

RECREATION

RESIDENTIAL

RETAIL

LEGEND

INCREASE  
IN NUMBER  
OF CRANES

DECREASE  
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NUMBERS 
STEADY
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Melbourne’s RLB Crane Index �  increased to ��� points in Q� ���� from ��� points in Q� ����� 
Crane numbers rose from ��� to ��� over the past six months� A total of ��� cranes were 
added and �� removed� Crane numbers are well below Melbourne’s peak of ��� cranes in  
Q� �����

CRANE ACTIVITY – MELBOURNE

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIC � ���� � � � � ����

CIVIL �� ����� �� -�� �� �� �����

COMMERCIAL �� ���� � -� -� � ����

DATA CENTRES �� ���� �� -� � �� ����

EDUCATION � ���� � -� -� � ����

HEALTH � ���� � -� � � ����

HOTEL � ���� � -� -� � ����

MIXED USE � ���� � -� -� � ����

RECREATION � ���� � � � � ����

RESIDENTIAL ��� ����� �� -�� -�� �� �����

RETAIL � ���� � -� -� � ����

TOTAL ��� ������ ��� -�� � ��� ������
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MELBOURNE 
CRANE ACTIVITY – MELBOURNE REGIONS

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

CBD &  
SURROUNDS

�� ����� �� -�� -�� �� �����

EAST �� ����� �� � �� �� �����

GEELONG � ���� � -� � � ����

NORTH �� ����� �� -�� -� �� �����

SOUTH �� ����� �� -�� � �� �����

WEST �� ����� �� -�� �� �� �����

TOTAL ��� ������ ��� -�� � ��� ������

HISTORICAL METRICS - MELBOURNE 
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The residential sector recorded a net decrease of �� 
cranes� with �� added and �� removed� Net gains were 
led by civil (���)� data centres
industrial (��)� and health 
(��)� The number of commercial cranes fell by ��

Crane numbers increased strongly in the East (up �� 
cranes to ��)� mainly driven by the North East Link and 
the Suburban Rail Loop� Crane numbers also rose in the 
West� up �� cranes to ��� driven by new data centres 
and the Melton Hospital� There was a large decline in the 
CBD & Surrounds (down �� cranes to ��) driven by a net 
loss of �� residential cranes� Crane numbers also fell by � 
in the North region�  

Currently� residential projects account for ��� of all 
cranes in Melbourne� down from around ��� in the ���� 
to ���� period� Civil projects make up ���� up from 
around ��� a few years ago� The uplift in civil activity 
is mainly due to the North East Link and Suburban Rail 
Loop transport projects� which together account for 
�� of Melbourne’s ��� cranes (���)� There has been a 
signi�cant decline in the number of commercial cranes� 
from �� in ����� to �� in Q� ���� to just � in Q� �����

Major projects�

	�ƒ North East Link (�� cranes across multiple sites)

	�ƒ Suburban Rail Loop (�� cranes across multiple sites)

	�ƒ CDC Laverton Data Centre� Laverton (seven cranes)

	�ƒ M� Data Centre� Stages � & �� West Footscray  
(�ve cranes)

Total construction work done in Victoria in ���� was 

�� billion� down ���� compared to ����� Engineering 
fell ����� residential activity grew by ����� and non-
residential activity fell by �����
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MELBOURNE INNER

Melbourne’s Inner saw a decrease of �� cranes this 
edition� bringing the regional total to ��� Over the 
past six months� �� cranes were added� and �� were 
removed�

Major projects�

	�ƒ Regatta at Collins Wharf� Docklands (four cranes)

	�ƒ Y�� Docklands (three cranes)

	�ƒ Home Albert Park� Melbourne (three cranes)

	�ƒ �� River Boulevard� Richmond (three cranes)

New additions include�

	�ƒ Civic� �-�� City Rd� Melbourne� ��-�� Southbank 
Boulevard� Southbank

	�ƒ Commercial� ��� Church Street� Cremorne

	�ƒ Mixed Use 
 Other� ��-�� Garden Street� South Yarra� 
��� Church Street� Cremorne

	�ƒ Residential� ��� Collins Street� Docklands� �� River 
Boulevard� Richmond� ��-�� Queens Parade�  
Fitzroy North� �� Gibbon Street� Burnley� � Leicester 
Place� Carlton

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

INNER MELBOURNE Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL �� � � �

COMMERCIAL �� �� � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

Cranes were removed from suburbs including Docklands� 
Melbourne� Port Melbourne� Richmond� South 
Melbourne� South Yarra� Abbotsford� Cremorne� Fitzroy� 
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MELBOURNE EAST

Melbourne’s East saw an increase of �� cranes this 
edition� bringing the regional total to ��� Over the past 
six months� �� cranes were added� and � were removed�

The North East Link and SRL projects were the major 
drivers in the increase in crane activity in Melbourne’s 
East� 

There were also some new residential developments� 
for a total of nine� including� ��� Canterbury Road� 
Canterbury� ��� Riversdale Road Hawthorn� �� 
McDowall Street� Mitcham�

No cranes were removed�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE EAST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL �� �� �� ��
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DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �
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HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��
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GEELONG

Geelong saw an increase of � crane this edition� bringing 
the regional total to �� Over the past six months� � 
cranes were added� and � were removed�

Two cranes were added at Barwon Women’s And 
Children’s Hospital� Geelong (two cranes)

One residential crane was removed� at ��-�� Myers 
Street� Geelong)

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

GEELONG Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � �

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL � � � �
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MELBOURNE NORTH

Melbourne’s North saw a decrease of � cranes this 
edition� bringing the regional total to ��� Over the 
past six months� �� cranes were added� and �� were 
removed�

The North East Link has �� cranes operating�

Other major residential projects�

	�ƒ Seren Row� Alphington (two cranes)

	�ƒ Assemble VSB� Brunswick (two cranes)

	�ƒ Assemble �� Coburg (two cranes)

	�ƒ Cascade Square� Coburg (two cranes)

New additions include�

	�ƒ Residential� ��-�� Mills Boulevard� Alphington�  
� Industrial Lane� Coburg� ��� Sydney Road� 
Brunswick� ��� Plenty Road� Preston

Cranes were removed from suburbs including Yallambie� 
Brunswick� Brunswick� Epping� Brunswick� Brunswick 
East� Bundoora� Preston� Rosanna�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE NORTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL �� �� �� ��

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��
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Melbourne’s South saw an increase of � crane for a total 
of ��� Over the past six months� �� cranes were added� 
and �� were removed�

The SRL is the major project in the region� with cranes  
at Clayton� Heatherton� Clarinda�

Other major projects include�

	�ƒ Ripponlea Terrace� Elsternwick 

	�ƒ Mordialloc Rail Crossing Removal

New additions include�

	�ƒ Residential� Highett Common�  Taylor Street� 
Moorabbin� Skylight� Sandringham

	�ƒ Aged Care� Oak Grange Retirement Village  
Brighton East

Cranes were removed from suburbs including Armadale� 
Carnegie� Caul�eld North� Cheltenham� Dandenong� 
Elsternwick� Hampton East� Highett� Prahran� 
Sandringham�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE SOUTH Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �
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HEALTH � � � �
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RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

MELBOURNE SOUTH
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REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

MELBOURNE WEST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC � � � �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � �� ��

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE � � � �

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL � � � ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

MELBOURNE WEST

Melbourne’s West saw an increase of �� cranes this 
edition� bringing the regional total to ��� Over the  
past six months� �� cranes were added� and ��  
were removed�

Data Centre construction activity now dominates 
Melbourne’s West� with �� cranes operating�

	�ƒ CDC Laverton Data Centre� Laverton (seven cranes)

	�ƒ M� Data Centre� Stages � & �� West Footscray  
(�ve cranes)

	�ƒ ��� Palmers Road� Truganina (three cranes)

	�ƒ ��� Palmers Road� Truganina (two cranes)

	�ƒ ��� Swan Drive� Derrimut (one crane)
New additions include�

	�ƒ Health� Melton Hospital (four cranes)

	�ƒ Residential� Ryco Precinct� Footscray� Agora 
Development� Maribyrnong� Victoria Square Stage 
�� Footscray� Liberty One� Footscray� �� Murnong 
Street� Point Cook� Signal House� Spotswood

 

Cranes were removed from suburbs including 
Truganina� Derrimut� Altona North� Brooklyn� Footscray� 
Thomastown� Werribee� Williamstown North�
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NEWCASTLE  
OVERALL  
STATUS

KEY SECTORS
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LEGEND
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IN NUMBER  
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NUMBERS 
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CRANE ACTIVITY – NEWCASTLE

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

AGED CARE � ���� � � � � ����
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The Newcastle RLB Crane Index �  increased from ��� to ��� points� A total of � cranes were 
added� and � were removed� bringing the region’s total �� cranes�

HISTORICAL METRICS - NEWCASTLE
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NEWCASTLE  
Residential activity continues to dominate� with six 
cranes on residential projects and four cranes on mixed 
use projects (which include residential)�

New additions include�

	�ƒ Residential�  Sovereign Park� The Hill� Belmont 
Reimagined� Belmont�

	�ƒ Mixed Use� University of Newcastle� Student 
Accommodation

The cranes at John Hunter Hospital were removed� 
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PERTH   
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Perth’s RLB Crane Index �  rose from �� to �� index points� close to the average of the past 
decade� The city now has �� active cranes� with �� new cranes added and �� removed�

CRANE ACTIVITY – PERTH

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
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HISTORICAL METRICS - PERTH 
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PERTH   
The residential sector has �� cranes in operation (��� of 
total)� which is a similar proportion to recent years�

Major projects include�

	�ƒ Garden Island defence project (two cranes)

	�ƒ T� Airport Carpark (two cranes)

	�ƒ Garden Towers� East Perth (two cranes)

	�ƒ Curtin University Science Building (two cranes)

New additions include�

	�ƒ Commercial� Nedlands Square� Nedlands

	�ƒ Data centres� MA� Maddington Data Centre� 
Maddington 

	�ƒ Health� Murdoch Hospital Oncology Facility� Specialist 
Medical Centre� Claremont

	�ƒ Residential� Manhattan� Applecross� �� Hugo Street� 
Stirling� Somerset Towers� Burswood� Robert Street� 
Como� The Terraces� Claremont� ��� Fitzgerald Street� 
North Perth� Serai� Mosman Park

Cranes were removed from suburbs including 
Joondalup� Midland� Perth� Mosman Park� Nedlands� Bull 
Creek� Perth� Cannington� Sorrento� Subiaco�

Outside of mining and engineering� the WA construction 
sector is growing strongly� Total construction work done 
in WA in ���� was 
���� billion� up ���� compared to 
����� Engineering fell by ����� residential activity grew 
by ����� and non-residential activity rose by �����
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SUNSHINE COAST    
OVERALL  
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CRANE ACTIVITY – SUNSHINE COAST 
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The Sunshine Coast RLB Crane Index �  decreased from ��� to �� points� The city has � active 
cranes� down from �� last count� with � new cranes added and �� removed�

HISTORICAL METRICS - SUNSHINE COAST
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The residential sector has � cranes in operation down 
from �� last count� There are two projects with two 
cranes� Bask� Bokarina and SOL� Maroochydore�
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SUNSHINE COAST    
There is also one crane in operation at a medical centre 
development at Sippy Downs

New additions include�

	�ƒ Health� Medical centre� Sippy Downs

	�ƒ Residential� SOL� Maroochydore� The Millwell� 
Maroochydore� Sabbia� Kings Beach

Cranes were removed from suburbs including Birtinya� 
Forest Glen� Mooloolaba� Sippy Downs� Maroochydore� 
Birtinya� Kings Beach� Perigian Springs� Beerwah�
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SYDNEY
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STATUS

KEY SECTORS

AGED CARE

CIVIC

CIVIL

COMMERCIAL

DATA CENTRE 

 INDUSTRIAL

EDUCATION

HEALTH

HOTEL

MIXED USE 

RECREATION

RESIDENTIAL

RETAIL

LEGEND

INCREASE  
IN NUMBER  
OF CRANES

DECREASE  
IN NUMBER 
OF CRANES

CRANE 
NUMBERS 
STEADY

RLB CRANE INDEX � – SYDNEY
BASE� Q� ���� 	 ���

���

���

���

���
���

���

���

���

���

������
������

���

���

���

���

���

���

������

���
���

���

���

���

���

���
��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

��
���

Sydney’s RLB Crane Index �  decreased this period� falling from ��� to ��� points (-����)� 
There are now ��� cranes active across the city� down from ��� in Q� ����� Over the past six 
months� ��� cranes were removed and ��� were added�

Major projects�

	�ƒ The Carling� Carlingford (�ve cranes)

	�ƒ Harbourside� Sydney (four cranes)

	�ƒ The Rise� Pemulwuy (four cranes)

	�ƒ Arncli�e Central� Arncli�e (four cranes)

	�ƒ Atlassian Headquarters� Haymarket (three cranes)

The residential sector eased from ��� to ��� cranes� 
while non-residential cranes fell from ��� to ��� cranes�

Total construction work done in NSW in ���� was 
���� 
billion� up ���� compared to ����� Engineering increased 
by ����� residential activity grew by ��� and non-
residential activity rose by �����

CRANE ACTIVITY – SYDNEY
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HISTORICAL METRICS - SYDNEY
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SYDNEY
CRANE ACTIVITY – SYDNEY REGIONS

OPENING COUNT MOVEMENT CLOSING COUNT
Q� ���� � � - NET Q� ���� �

CBD &  
SURROUNDS

�� ����� �� -�� -� �� �����

EAST �� ����� �� -�� -� �� �����

NORTH ��� ����� �� -�� -� ��� �����

SOUTH �� ����� �� -�� � �� �����

WEST �� ����� �� -�� -�� �� �����

TOTAL ��� ������ ��� -��� -�� ��� ������

Across Sydney’s �ve regions� only the South recorded 
net growth this period (�� cranes)� The largest decline 
was in the West (-�� cranes)� with crane numbers also 
falling in the North (-� cranes)�
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SYDNEY INNER

Sydney Inner recorded �� cranes this edition� down � 
from �� in the previous count� Over the past six months� 
�� cranes were added and �� were removed�

Major projects�

 �ƒ Darling Drive� Sydney (four cranes)

 �ƒ Lee Street� Haymarket (three cranes)

•  ���-��� Bourke Street� Zetland (three cranes)

New additions include�

 �ƒ Commercial� Atlassian Headquarters� Haymarket 
(three cranes� up from two)

 �ƒ Mixed Use 
 Other� City Tatts Tower� Sydney (two 
cranes� up from one)

 �ƒ Residential� The Olive Tree� Zetland� Leeds Street� 
Rhodes� Wolseley Street Drummoyne

 �ƒ Health� Royal Prince Alfred Hospital� Camperdown 
(two cranes� up from one)

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS
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RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL �� �� �� ��

Cranes were removed in suburbs including Waterloo� 
Sydney CBD� Concord� Zetland� Darlinghurst� 
Haymarket� Milsons Point� Homebush West� Potts Point� 
Petersham� Strath�eld South�
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SYDNEY EAST
REGION – CRANE NUMBERS
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Crane numbers in Sydney’s east decreased to �� cranes� 
This change includes the addition of four cranes (three 
in residential and one in mixed use) and the removal 
of �� cranes (two in health and eight in residential)� 
Residential sites now account for ��� of the cranes in the 
east�

Major projects�

 �ƒ ��� Oxford Street� Bondi Junction (two cranes)

 �ƒ � Tingwell Boulevard� Eastgardens (two cranes)

New additions include�

 �ƒ Residential� Tingwell Boulevard� Eastgardens� 
Vaucluse Road� Vaucluse� Edgecli� Road� Edgecli�� 
Beresford Road� Bellevue Hill

 �ƒ Mixed use 
 Other� ���-��� Curlewis Street� Bondi 
Beach� ��� Anzac Parade� Kensington� ��� Anzac 
Parade� Kingsford� ��� Barker Street� Randwick

Cranes were removed from suburbs including 
Eastgardens� Randwick� Bellevue Hill� Kensington� 
Coogee� Kingsford� Point Piper and Mascot�
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SYDNEY NORTH

Sydney North recorded ��� cranes this edition� down � 
from ��� in the previous count� Over the past six months� 
�� cranes were added and �� were removed�

Major projects�

 �ƒ The Carling� Carlingford (�ve cranes� from three)

 �ƒ ��� Showground Road� Castle Hill (two cranes)� �� 
Fishburn Crescent� Castle Hill (two cranes)

 �ƒ Melrose Central (three cranes� from two)

Cranes remain concentrated along the primary arterial 
routes and are prevalent in suburbs such as� Melrose Park� 
Meadowbank� Manly� Castle Hill� St Leonards� Norwest� 
Macquarie Park� Dee Why� West Pennant Hills� Castle Hill� 
Lane Cove� Wahroonga� Carlingford� Neutral Bay� Manly�

Cranes were removed in suburbs including Macquarie 
Park� Chatswood� Epping� Willoughby� Neutral Bay� 
Brookvale� Artarmon� Frenchs Forest� Greenwich�  
Dee Why�

REGION – CRANE NUMBERS
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SYDNEY SOUTH
REGION – CRANE NUMBERS
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Sydney South recorded �� cranes this edition� up � from 
�� in the previous count� Over the past six months� �� 
cranes were added and �� were removed�

Major projects�

 �ƒ ��� Princes Highway� Arncli�e (four cranes)

 �ƒ Vue� �-� Kingsway� Cronulla (two cranes)

 �ƒ �� Matthew Flinders Place� Burraneer (two cranes)

Cranes were added across Campbelltown� Cronulla� 
Hurstville� Miranda� Ingleburn� Oran Park� Sutherland�

Cranes were removed in suburbs including Caringbah� 
Kogarah� Picton

Ramsgate� Rockdale� Camden� Cronulla� Arncli�e� 
Kirrawee� Brighton Le Sands� Blakehurst
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REGION – CRANE NUMBERS

SYDNEY WEST Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ���� Q� ����

AGED CARE � � � �

CIVIC �� �� �� �

CIVIL � � � �

COMMERCIAL � � � �

DATA C� 
 IND� � � � �

EDUCATION � � � �

HEALTH � � � �

HOTEL � � � �

MIXED USE �� �� �� ��

RECREATION � � � �

RESIDENTIAL �� �� �� ��

RETAIL � � � �

TOTAL ��� ��� �� ��

SYDNEY WEST

Sydney West recorded �� cranes this edition� down �� 
from �� in the previous count� Over the past six months� 
�� cranes were added and �� were removed�

Major projects�

 �ƒ The Rise� �� Butu Wargun Drive� Pemulwuy  
(four cranes)

 �ƒ One City Square� �� Church Street� Parramatta  
(three cranes)

 �ƒ Paragon� ��� South Street� Marsden Park  
(three cranes)

 �ƒ �� Macquarie Road� Rouse Hill (three cranes)

Cranes were added across Westmead� Rouse Hill� 
Penrith� Blacktown� Silverwater� Pendle Hill� Granville� 
Parramatta� Blacktown� Edmondson Park�

Cranes were removed in suburbs including Oatlands� 
Rosehill� Parramatta� Cecil Hills� Eastern Creek� 
Kingswood� Moorebank� Penrith� Jordan Springs� 
Edmondson Park� Westmead�
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The Wollongong and Shellharbour region recorded a rise in crane numbers from �� to ��� 
Over the past six months� �� new cranes were added and � were removed�

HISTORICAL METRICS - WOLLONGONG
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WOLLONGONG
The residential sector and mixed-use sectors have  
�� cranes operating� � new civil cranes were added�

New additions include�

 �ƒ Civil� Port Kembla Land Transformation (two cranes)

 �ƒ Education� The Illawarra Grammar School

 �ƒ Mixed Use 
 Other� The Works Corrimal� ��� 
Smith Street� Wollongong� ���-��� Crown Street� 
Wollongong� ��� Crown Street Wollongong

 �ƒ Residential� ��-�� Gipp Street� Wollongong� �-� 
Ocean Street� Wollongong

Cranes were removed from Stream Hill� Wollongong� 
Shell Cove�
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ABOUT THE RLB CRANE INDEX �

The RLB Crane lndex �  is published by Rider Levett Bucknall biannually i n Australia� New Zealand� USA� Canada� Gulf States�   
Hong Kong� Singapore� Indonesia� Vietnam� Malaysia and Myanmar and South Africa� The Australian index tracks the numbers of  
cranes in the key cities within Australia�

In September ����� the Rider Levett Bucknall (RLB) Oceania Research & Development and Communication te ams created the RLB  
Crane lndex �  ‘index’ as a simple insight into the construction sector’s health within Australia� It was based on t he theory that cranes  
in the sky supported the construction industry� whi ch is a signi�cant contributor to Australia’s econo mic growth�

The RLB Crane lndex �  gives a simpli�ed measure of the current state of the construction industry’s workload in each of the se locations�

Each RLB o�ce physically counts all �xed cranes on each city’s skyline twice yearly which provides the  base information for the index� 
This information is then applied to a base date (�t h edition Q� ����)� which enables the RLB Crane lnd ex �  to be calculated highlighting 
the relative movement of crane data over time for e ach city�

The indexing of RLB Crane lndex �  data commenced in Q� ����� when it was determined that the data collection and reporting 
methodology was mature and consistent between all o �ces� Crane counts for that release were indexed to  ��� in each city� The  
index was recalibrated at Q� ����� which saw the ba se index value of ��� established for each city� Su bsequent cities which are now 
included within the index have had their base value  of ��� established on their initial entry into the  count� Subsequent movements  
in crane numbers are applied to the base RLB Crane Index �  to highlight the crane movements in each city over  time based on the  
relative count in Q� �����

Using the RLB Crane lndex �  table data makes for quick comparisons in determin ing city by city crane activity� For example� when 
comparing Sydney cranes for the base period of Q� � ���� against the count in Q� ����� the following fo rmula can be used to  
determine the percentage increase (or decrease)�

PERCENTAGE CHANGE =
CRANE INDEX CP – CRANE INDEX PP

CRANE INDEX PP

x 100

where Crane Index cp  is the RLB Crane Index cp  for the current period and Crane Index pp  is the RLB Crane Index �  for the previous period�

LOCALITY MAPS 
The RLB Crane lndex �  locality maps o�er a pictorial representation of t he collected data for each city using a pin locator  for the 
approximate location and sector of the development to where cranes are located�

The pin colour indicates the market sector of the d evelopment� The pins are not an indication of the n umbers of cranes in that location�

The location of the pins is indicative only and hav e been positioned to convey the general spread of c ranes within a city and to indicate 
the spread of cranes within market sectors�

Locality maps have been created by RLB at GPSVisual iser�com using Lea�et and map data from OpenStreetM ap�org
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