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WHAT IS THE RLB CRANE INDEX®?

Rider Levett Bucknall’s Crane Index® for North America is published biannually. It tracks the number of operating tower
cranes in 18 major cities across the U.S. and Canada.

Our index was the first of its kind, and unlike other industry barometers that track cost and other financial data, the Crane
Index® tracks the number of fixed cranes on construction sites and gives a simplified measure of the current state of the
construction industry’s workload in each location.
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11 of the 18 cities surveyed saw Q3 2026 SUMMARY:

a significant increase from their

. The third quarter of 2026 reflects growing
previous count.

momentum in construction activity across North
America, with crane counts increasing in a majority
of the 18 cities surveyed. Continued investment
across several key sectors suggests developers are
moving forward with projects as market conditions

‘ stabilize and confidence improves.
Education cranes are up 42%,

or (5 cranes) collectively, in the
cities surveyed.

Of the cities surveyed, 11 reported an increase

in crane activity, four held steady, and three
experienced a decline. The widespread growth
marks a notable shift from the more cautious
patterns seen in recent quarters and highlights
strengthening demand across a diverse range of
project types.

The overall crane count has increased Increases were led by commercial, education,
hospitality, industrial, mixed-use, public/civic, and
transportation developments, offset in part by
reduced activity in the federal, healthcare, and
sports sectors.




Q AUSTIN

Q3 2026 in Austin saw a net
gain of one crane from 15 up

to 16. Cranes from a few large
projects, including the Capitol
Complex, came down, but

they were replaced with new
projects along Town Lake, a
new residence hall at UT Austin,
and three total cranes on site at
the Austin Convention Center.

Q BOSTON

Boston’s crane count remains
stagnant through 2026.

Only two tower cranes are
currently erected. Both cranes
are supporting mixed-use
projects in Boston’s downtown
neighborhood. The stagnation
reflects market uncertainty.
Very few developers are
prepared to kick off high-rise
structures or large capital
improvement projects at

this point in time. In place of
high-rise projects, developers,
institutions, and public entities
are choosing to start smaller
capital improvements projects
or adaptive reuse projects that
do not require a tower crane.

Q CALGARY

In Q3 2026, Calgary added
three tower cranes, reaching

29 total. Q2 housing starts hit
5,686, the second-highest for
that quarter, with over half of
cranes on residential projects.
Units under construction rose
to 22,805, alongside growth in
purpose-built rentals. About
6,000 units received occupancy
in Q2 2026, in line with last year.
Despite skilled labor shortages
delaying new projects, Calgary
led all Canadian municipalities
in housing starts for the eighth
straight quarter.

CHARLOTTE

There was a swift transition
from pure apartment/residential
construction to mixed-

use development that still
maintained a residential focus.
Charlotte’s market continues

to see moderate cooling with
slight shift in construction type

CHICAGO

A total of 5 tower cranes

are up in the sky in Chicago,
spreading from residential,
sports, and hospitality projects.
The 3 residential projects are
happening in the South and
West Loop areas, together
making over 450 residential
units. Rapid development is
ongoing within the heart of
South Loop. Bally’s Chicago
continues its construction at
River North. Another exciting
project begins its vertical
construction at McDonald’s
Park, which will be the future
home stadium for the famous
Chicago Fire FC.

Q DENVER

Denver’s crane count rose

this quarter, with activity still
concentrated in RiNo and
Cherry Creek, accounting for

11 of the 21 cranes tracked. The
Auraria Campus continues to
add crane activity as it works
through its project backlog, and
we expect counts along the
Platte River corridor to climb
as the Ball Arena and Burnham
Yard sports developments
advance. Downtown activity
remains suppressed.
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HONOLULU

The number of cranes in
Honolulu has remained
unchanged since Q1 2026,
sighaling steady construction
activity in mixed-use,
healthcare, residential, and
industrial developments despite
ongoing cost escalation.
Compared to previous years,
however, crane counts have
gradually declined, reflecting a
slowdown in contract awards
and billings. With public and
federal projects helping support
the pipeline, monitoring their
advancement and the gap
between project inquiries and
design contracts will be key to
evaluating market momentum
as 2027 approaches.

LAS VEGAS

Las Vegas had a gradual decline
in construction crane count.
There is a shifting residential
building slowdown alongside
major commercial and resort
megaprojects. Master-planned
communities see steady but
slower development, while
high-profile Strip developments
like the Hard Rock guitar tower
continue moving toward late
2027 completion. Fluctuating
and high fuel costs, peaking
with spikes over $5 a gallon in
the spring, due to Middle East
conflicts significantly raised Las
Vegas construction expenses.

Q LOS ANGELES

The number of cranes in Los
Angeles have slightly increased
since February 2026, as a few
residential and mixed-use
projects have reached their
structural stage, while other
sectors have substantially
completed.



Q MIAMI

The data collected shows that
Miami is still growing, particularly
across the residential and mixed-
use sectors. The August count
shows that residential remains the
most prominent sector with 37
projects in total, increasing by 2
since the last count. The mixed-
use sector has experienced the
most growth with an increase
from 3 to 9, while the civil sector
remains at 3 which shows no
change since August 2025.

Q NASHVILLE

Nashville’s growth continues at
a remarkable pace, led by large-
scale, multi-phase projects such
as the new Titans Stadium, the
Oracle Campus & River North,
East Bank, Wedgewood Village,
The Bend at Capital District, The
Motley, Paseo South Gulch and
Vandy Central Neighborhood.
These projects are transforming
neighborhoods with a mix of
residential, hospitality, office
and retail, often with a focus

on improving walkability and
the built environment, as well
as connecting the city as never
before.

Q NEW YORK CITY
Manhattan’s construction market
remains active, with tower crane
activity across commercial, mixed-
use, and residential developments.
Despite elevated costs, financing
challenges, permitting delays,

and labor constraints, office-to-
residential conversions and major
redevelopments continue driving
activity. Overall, the market
remains active but cost-sensitive,
with high-rise development
concentrated in key Manhattan
submarkets.

PHOENIX

Maricopa County is advancing
several major development
projects, including a new Elections
Facility that will more than double
ballot processing capacity and
triple warehouse storage space,
and The Whitney, a 24-story
L-shaped apartment tower with
integrated commercial space
along McDowell Road. Meanwhile,
the University of Arizona
Biomedical Hub in Downtown
Phoenix, near 7th Street and
Fillmore, is currently paused due
to uncertainty surrounding federal
funding.

PORTLAND

No change from previous count.
Seasonal slowdowns and a lack
of demand for new office and
commercial space in the city
contribute to the low crane count.
Much of the current construction
activity in sectors, such as data
centers and logistics, is located
outside of the city of Portland.
More activity is expected on the
next count.

Q SAN FRANCISCO

The August 2026 crane count
reflects a diverse construction
market, with residential projects
accounting for the majority

of active cranes, particularly
within the affordable housing
sector. Education and healthcare
developments remain key
sources of activity, supported by
ongoing university infrastructure
investments and major medical
facility expansions. Meanwhile,
new industrial and mixed-use
developments have entered the
inventory, offsetting projects
that have recently topped out
and transitioned out of the crane
count.
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Seattle’s construction market is
active. Multifamily mid-rise and
high-rise construction are the
dominating sectors. Tower cranes
have been observed at 7-story
and higher buildings during this
survey. Our August crane count
showed an uptick of 4 cranes,
predominantly in the University
District. No cranes were observed
for commercial or healthcare this
quarter. Residential also declined
by 1 crane, but the multifamily
mixed-use sector saw a big
increase of 8 cranes compared to
our February 2026 survey.

TORONTO

Toronto’s construction activity
has continued to moderate, with
overall crane levels declining
across the market. Residential
construction recorded the most
significant reduction, while mixed-
use and commercial activity also
softened. In contrast, education
and transportation projects
strengthened, partially offsetting
the decline in healthcare. Overall,
the market reflects a measured
shift away from residential-led
development toward greater
investment in public infrastructure
and institutional projects.

Q WASHINGTON, DC

The crane count has risen 20%
over the last six months in
Washington, DC, increasing to a
total of 6 cranes counted in the
observed area. The largest market
sector gain was in commercial,
going from O to 2, and the
largest market sector loss being
in residential, going from 3 to 2.
Overall, this seems to indicate

a moderate market uptick for
Washington, DC.



Denver experiences a 62% increase

(8 cranes) from Q1 2026.

Toronto experiences a 25%
decrease (20 cranes) from Ql
2026.
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LOCATIONS

NORTH AMERICA
Austin
Boston

Calgary
Charlotte
Chicago
Dallas
Denver

Hilo
Honolulu
Kansas City
Kona

Las Vegas
Los Angeles
Maui

Miami
Minneapolis
Nashville

Nn New York

Orlando
Phoenix
Portland

San Francisco
Seattle

Toronto

Tucson
Washington, DC
Mexico City

CARIBBEAN
Saint Lucia

SOUTH AMERICA
Colombia
Brazil

CONTACT

PAUL BRUSSOW
+1 808 521 2641
paul.brussow@us.rlb.com

STORMY RASMUSSEN
+1602 443 4848
stormy.rasmussen@us.rlb.com
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